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Introduction

This is a kind of supplement to the “Games for Working Holidays” booklet.  It contains a selection of lateral thinking problems and some fill-in-the-blanks puzzles – useful particularly for groups where the members are reluctant to participate in silly games.

You could run each fill-in-the-blanks puzzle as a competition, offering a small prize for the first person to get all the answers.  Or you could use it as a team-building exercise, with a treat for the whole group when they manage between them to complete the puzzle.

Lateral thinking problems

One person, who already knows the answer, either reads out the scenario or writes it up where everyone can see it.  The others have to ask yes/no questions to work out the answer.     If they’re going down the wrong track and/or time is short then you may also deem “It’s not relevant” an acceptable answer.  Alternatively, you can also make it harder by answering “yes” or “no” where the question isn’t relevant to the solution, generating red herrings.

The puzzles

Coal, carrot and scarf

Two pieces of coal, a carrot and a scarf are lying in a wet field.  There is a perfectly logical reason why they should be there.  What is it?
Anthony and Cleopatra

Anthony and Cleopatra are lying dead on the floor of a room.  There is broken glass lying nearby and the floor is wet.  There is no mark on either of their bodies and they were not poisoned.  How did they die?

The man in the lift

A man lives on the 12th floor of a block of flats.  Every day he steps out of his flat and into the lift, takes it down to the ground floor and goes to work.  When he comes home, he takes the lift to the 9th floor and walks the rest of the way up to his flat on the 12th floor.  He hates walking, so why does he do it?

The man in the bar

A man goes into a bar and asks for a glass of water.  The barman pulls out a gun and points it at the man.  The man says “thank you” and walks out.  Why?

The hanged man
In the centre of a large barn, a dead man is hanging from a rafter.  The rope around his neck is ten feet long and his feet are two feet off the ground.  The nearest wall is 20 feet away from the man, and there is nothing that he could have climbed up on.  It is not possible to climb up the walls or along the rafters.  The man hanged himself.  How did he do it?

Don’t shoot

A policeman was walking past a house when he heard a woman cry, “John, don’t shoot!”  There was one gunshot.  The policeman entered the house and found a lawyer, a priest and an engineer, and a woman’s body, with a gun lying on the floor.  He immediately arrested the priest.  How did he know that the priest had been the one who fired the gun?

Pushing a car

A man is pushing his car.  He stops next to a hotel and immediately knows that he is bankrupt.  Why?

Not twins

A woman had two sons who were born on the same hour of the same day of the same year, to the same father – but they were not twins.  How could this be?

Friday

A man rode into town on Friday.  He stayed three nights and then left on Friday.  How come?

The slow horse race

A man tells his two sons to race their horses to a distant city to decide which one will inherit the family fortune.  The one whose horse is lower will win.  After thinking about it for a while, they mount the horses and race to the city as fast as they can.  Why?

Bigamist?

A man marries five women in his town, and there are no divorces or deaths, and yet he is charged with neither bigamy nor polygamy.  Why not?

In the mirror

An elderly man gets up in the morning, has a shave, puts on his glasses and sees himself in the mirror.  However, he sees himself with a beard and no glasses.  How come?

Two fathers?

A father and his son are involved in a serious car accident.  The father is killed outright and the son is rushed to hospital, where he is taken straight to the operating theatre.  The surgeon walks in, looks at the boy in horror and says, “I can’t operate on this boy, he’s my son!”  How is this possible?
A deserted island

A man is alone on a deserted island with no food and no water, and yet he does not fear for his life.  Why not?
The umbrella

Four people crowd under one small umbrella but nobody gets wet.  Why not?

Punchbowl

Ten people drank from the same bowl of punch at a party.  One person just called in briefly, early in the evening, and he was fine.  The others all continued drinking for longer and subsequently died of poisoning.  The first person did not tamper with the punch in any way.  Why did he survive and the others all die?

Blind beggar

A blind beggar had a brother who died.  What relation was the blind beggar to the brother who died?  Brother is not the answer.

The elder twin

One day Kerry celebrated her birthday.  Two days later her elder twin brother, Terry, celebrated his birthday.  How come?

Cabin men

Two men are lying dead in a cabin in the mountains, in the snow.  No fresh snow has fallen since their arrival, and yet there are no tracks leading to or from the cabin.  How did they come to be there?

Jason

Jason is lying dead, with an iron bar across his back and some food in front of him.  Why did he die?

Death in a Field

A man is lying dead in a field, with an unopened package. There is no other creature in the field. How did he die?

Heaven

A man died and went to Heaven. There were thousands of other people there. They were all naked and all looked as they did at the age of 21. He looked around to see if there was anyone he recognised. He saw a couple and he knew immediately that they were Adam and Eve. How did he know?

Hypothermia

A body is discovered in a park in Chicago in the middle of summer. It has a fractured skull and many other broken bones, but the cause of death was hypothermia.

Cure for insomnia

A man is lying awake in bed, unable to sleep. He makes a phone call, says nothing, and then is able to sleep.

Wife in the car

A man and his wife raced through the streets. They stopped, and the husband got out of the car. When he came back, his wife was dead, and there was a stranger in the car.  How come?

Speeding?

A man drives down the highway at 55 miles per hour. He passes three cars going 60 miles per hour, then gets pulled over by a police officer and is given a ticket.  Why?

The solutions

Coal, carrot and scarf

They are the remains of a melted snowman.
Anthony and Cleopatra

Anthony and Cleopatra are goldfish, their bowl knocked over by a clumsy dog.

The man in the lift

The man is a midget and can’t reach the button for the 12th floor.  (On occasions when there’s someone else in the lift with him, he’ll ride all the way to the 12th floor.)

The man in the bar

The man had hiccups; the barman cured them by scaring him.

The hanged man
The man stood on a block of ice which has since melted.

Don’t shoot

The lawyer and the engineer were both women, so he was fairly sure that “John” was the priest.

Pushing a car

The man is playing Monopoly.

Not twins

They were two of triplets (or quads, quins, etc.).

Friday

Friday was the name of his horse.

The slow horse race

The two sons swap horses.

Bigamist?

The man is a priest/minister and is performing wedding ceremonies, not getting married to the women himself.
In the mirror

He’s looking at an old picture of himself in the Daily Mirror.
Two fathers?

The surgeon is the boy’s mother.
A deserted island

It’s a traffic island.
The umbrella

It isn’t raining.

Punchbowl

The poison was in the ice cubes.  They hadn’t yet melted when the first person had a drink.
Blind beggar

She was his sister.

The elder twin

Two possible answers:
1. Kerry is the younger sister of Terry and his twin brother/sister. (There is no mention of Kerry also being a twin.)

2. At the time she went into labour, the mother of the twins was travelling from west to east by boat.  The old twin, Terry, was born in the first hour of March 1st.  Then the boat crossed the International Date Line (or any time zone line) and Kerry, the younger twin, was born in the last hour of February 28th.  In a leap year the younger twin celebrates her birthday two days before her older brother. 

Cabin men

They were in the cabin of an aircraft that crashed.

Jason

Jason is a mouse caught in a mousetrap.

Death in a Field

He jumped out of a plane and his parachute failed to open.

You could elaborate on this one by mentioning that, as he approached the centre of the field, he knew he was about to die.  It doesn’t occur to many people to think in three dimensions.

Heaven

Adam and Eve had no navels, since neither of them was given birth to by a woman.

Hypothermia

The body is of a desperate peasant who had stowed away in the landing gear compartment of an aircraft.  As the plane came in to land, the compartment opened and the stowaway fell out.

Cure for insomnia

The person in the next room has been snoring loudly.  The man wakes his neighbour up by calling his room, and is able to go to sleep before the snoring starts again.

Wife in the car

The wife was in labour.  The husband ran to get help, but when he came back it was too late; the baby had been born but the wife had not survived the birth.

Speeding?

The man is driving the wrong way down a one-way street.

Fill-in-the-blanks puzzles

The puzzles

Football brainteaser

The answers to the cryptic clues in this quiz are all the names of football teams.

1.
Rum and pork



………………………………………………

2.
The Eskimo’s backside


………………………………………………

3.
Organ in the swim



………………………………………………

4.
His trunk hesitates, together

………………………………………………

5.
Mum’s not sick



………………………………………………

6.
Tying bacon arbour



………………………………………………

7.
Southern port further north


………………………………………………

8.
Evans stands high, Buck House

………………………………………………

9.
Neither scratch it



………………………………………………

10.
On the floss, in Berlin


………………………………………………

11.
HV patrolwomen, changed, nomads
………………………………………………

12.
Shiny forward, once heaved, to Britain
………………………………………………

13.
Lower cardinal, beneath the ground
………………………………………………

14.
Endless weight



………………………………………………

15.
Dark river travellers



………………………………………………

Numbers brainteaser

1. 12 D at the L S


…………………………………………………

2. 4 C on a S


…………………………………………………

3. 15 M on a D M C

…………………………………………………

4. 3 W on my W


…………………………………………………

5. 30 D H S (etc.)


…………………………………………………

6. The 39 S



…………………………………………………

7. 221B, B S, where S H lived
…………………………………………………

8. The 12 D of C


…………………………………………………

9. P O 8



…………………………………………………

10. 3 S to H



…………………………………………………

11. 3 F in a Y



…………………………………………………

12. The 7 W of the A W

…………………………………………………

13. 10 G B H on a W

…………………………………………………

14. The D D



…………………………………………………

15. 4 S in a B S Q


…………………………………………………

16. the M 7



…………………………………………………

17. G Y K on R 66


…………………………………………………

18. 15 P in a R T


…………………………………………………

19. 5 F on a H (including T)

…………………………………………………

20. 5 G R



…………………………………………………

21. 24 C G is P


…………………………………………………

22. 8 T on an O


…………………………………………………

23. 7 S on a 50 P P


…………………………………………………

24. 3 E S on an E T


…………………………………………………

25. 3 B M, S H T R


…………………………………………………

26. 1 E on a C


…………………………………………………

27. G and the 3 B


…………………………………………………

28. 18 H on a G C


…………………………………………………

29. 101 D



…………………………………………………

30. 1 W on a U


…………………………………………………

31. A T of 2 C


…………………………………………………

32. The 3 B G G


…………………………………………………

33. 6 P in a P T


…………………………………………………

34. 8 L on a S


…………………………………………………

35. 10 Y in a D


…………………………………………………

36. 3 M in a B


…………………………………………………

37. 366 D in a L Y


…………………………………………………

38. 200 P when you P G in M
…………………………………………………

39. S W and the 7 D


…………………………………………………

40. 54 C in a P (I J)

 
…………………………………………………

The solutions

Football brainteaser

The answers to the cryptic clues in this quiz are all the names of football teams.

1.
Rum = Tot  ‘n’  Pork = ham

2.
Backside = arse;  Eskimo = Nell

3.
Organ = liver;  in the swim = pool

4.
His trunk = man chest;  hesitates = er;  together = united

5.
Mum = Mother;  not sick = well

6.
Tying bacon = knot-in-ham;  arbour = forest

7.
Southern port = Plymouth;  further north = Argyle

8.
Evans = Chris;  stands high = tall;  Buck House = palace

9.
Neither = nor;  scratch it = itch

10.
On the floss = mill;  in Berlin = wall

11.
Anagram of HV patrolwomen = Wolverhampton;  nomads = wanderers

12.
Shiny forward = bright on;  once heaved = hove;  Britain = Albion

13.
Lower cardinal = south = S;  beneath the ground = under land

14.
Endless = ever;  weight = ton

15.
Dark = black;  river = burn;  travellers = rovers

Numbers brainteaser

41. 12 Disciples at the Last Supper

42. 4 Corners on a Square

43. 15 Men on a Dead Man’s Chest

44. 3 Wheels on my Wagon

45. 30 Days Hath September (etc.)

46. The 39 Steps

47. 221B, Baker Street, where Sherlock Holmes lived

48. The 12 Days of Christmas

49. Pieces Of 8

50. 3 Steps to Heaven

51. 3 Feet in a Yard

52. The 7 Wonders of the Ancient World

53. 10 Green Bottles Hanging on a Wall

54. The Dirty Dozen

55. 4 Singers in a Barber Shop Quartet

56. the Magnificent 7

57. Get Your Kicks on Route 66

58. 15 Players in a Rugby Team

59. 5 Fingers on a Hand (including Thumb)


60. 5 Gold Rings

61. 24 Carat Gold is Pure

62. 8 Tentacles on an Octopus

63. 7 Sides on a 50 Pence Piece

64. 3 Equal Sides on an Equilateral Triangle

65. 3 Blind Mice, See How They Run

66. 1 Eye on a Cyclops

67. Goldilocks and the 3 Bears

68. 18 Holes on a Golf Course

69. 101 Dalmatians

70. 1 Wheel on a Unicycle

71. A Tale of 2 Cities

72. The 3 Billy Goats Gruff

73. 6 Pockets in a Pool Table

74. 8 Legs on a Spider

75. 10 Years in a Decade

76. 3 Men in a Boat

77. 366 Days in a Leap Year

78. 200 Pounds when you Pass Go in Monopoly

79. Snow White and the 7 Dwarfs

80. 54 Cards in a Pack (Including Jokers)
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